
MINUTES
ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
JULY 18, 2011

11-94 REGULAR MEETING AND CONSENT AGENDA

The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, July 18, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Alpine Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321. Board members
present were Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, Trustees Ron
Cordes, Jim May, Bill Schweitzer, and Ted Wallace.

Supervisor Arends called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Treasurer’s Report was moved to Pending and New Business as Item 5-G.

A motion was offered by May with support from Schweitzer to approve the Agenda with the one
change noted above and to approve the items in the Consent Agenda. There was no discussion
and the motion carried 7-0.

11-95 PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comments were offered.

11-96 COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission: Cordes - The Planning Commission will not hold a meeting in July.
Zoning Board of Appeals: May - No variance requests were received and the July meeting was
cancelled.
Historical Commission: Schweitzer - During the months of July and August the Historical Offices
will be closed and open by appointment only.
Sewer & Water: Arends - The Westgate water improvement project is on schedule. Yard restoration
concerns, especially the quality of the replacement dirt and re-seeding, have been received by the
Supervisor. The contractor will correct the problems at the end of August or first part of September
Park & Recreation: Wallace – No meeting is planned for August. Work continues on the safety
concerns at the Sports Complex discussed last month. The addition of stone dust, wood chips and
repairs to the benches on the ball fields are planned. The need to replace the raised “beehive” type
drains was noted.

11-96 PRESENTATION – KDL 2010 ANNUAL REPORT

Alpine Library Branch Manager Laura Weld provided several statistics for 2010 noting that nearly
51,000 individuals visited the branch and that 2,996 youth and adults attended programs. Currently
344 children are signed up for the summer reading program. Weld expressed her thanks to the
Supervisor for adding library information and photos to the Township blog. The library is thankful for
Township staff support and cooperation. Future goals are to increase the spaces used for the library
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but in the meantime the Alpine branch library will do the most they can do with the space that they
have.

Penny Weller, the KDL board representative for Alpine, thanked the Board for the appointment. She
expressed her love for the job and the enjoyment her grandchildren have for the library. She provided
information on the search for the new library director, provided background information, and an
introduction.

KDL Director Lance Werner provided circulation and financial information. He noted that KDL was
named a “Star Library” by the Library Journal recognizing excellence in library service. He explained
the value of the library from the KDLville early literacy centers to providing intent access to a new
project in the fall of 2011 which will provide wireless access to an e-book collection. The partnerships
with the local municipalities are an integral part of the KDL’s success. Libraries are not going
anywhere and continue to be an important community asset!

11-97 RESOLUTION #11-18 - TENTATIVE BID ACCEPTANCE FOR YORK AND
STRAWBERRY CREEK SEWER IMPROVEMENTS

Supervisor Arends explained that the bids have been received for the York Creek and Strawberry
Creek trunk sewer reconstruction projects. Prein & Newhof provided details and recommendations in
a letter dated July 14, 2011. One bid came in higher than anticipated and the other two were lower
with the entire package coming in $3,246.55 higher than anticipated. The higher amount is mainly due
to increased costs for fuel and materials. Other factors such as the lengthy horizontal directional
drilling and other boring methods to avoid existing homes and buildings located in the permanent
easement were cited.

A motion was offered by May, with support from Townsend, to approve Resolution #11-18 to
tentatively award the bids for the York and Strawberry Creek sewer improvement project.
There was no further discussion and the motion carried unanimously 7-0.

11-98 DISCUSSION OF LAMOREAUX SEWER MAG METER

Supervisor Arends explained that the Board had previously approved an expenditure of $68,000 to
replace the Lamoreaux sewer meter. The bids came in higher than anticipated due to the increased
material costs, contractor by pass concerns, and site constraints. Plainfield Township shares 18% of
the project cost and the Plainfield Board has approved the increase. Alpine’s revised cost is $72,320
and the recommendation is to award the bid to Kamminga & Roodvoets.

A motion was offered by May, with support from Townsend to approve the amount of $72,230
for the Lamoreaux sewer meter project and award the bid to Kamminga & Roodvoets. There
was no further discussion and the motion carried 7-0.

11-99 NOTICE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR STATUS AS A CHARTER TOWNSHIP

Board members have received copies of the information from the Secretary of State date 06/29/11 and
a Michigan Townships Association publication dated October 2009 on the topic of general law or
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charter township status. Alpine Township has a population of 2000 or more according to the 2010
census and is eligible incorporate as a charter township. The timing for various noticing requirements,
duties and sample resolutions were also received.

In 1996 Alpine Township disincorporated and became a general law Township. Board members
discussed the annexation threat at that time as one of the major reasons for the change to a general law
township. The current opinion of the Township Attorney is that status as a general law township is a
better defense to potential annexation challenges.

Board members discussed several topics involving such a change and the impacts to the Township and
residents.

It was suggested that the Township Attorney draw up a document identifying the pros and cons of a
general law and charter township specific to Alpine Township for review at a future meeting.

11-100 DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL TOWNSHIP PROPERTY UPGRADES

The Supervisor explained that the bridge at 6-Mile Road to the Township property is seriously eroding
and some work to shore up the bridge needs to be accomplished. A temporary fix of filing the hole
with crushed concrete or grout needs to be done very soon. Planner Sue Thomas, Township Engineer
Oezer and Tom Bly from the K.C. Road Commission have been consulted. An extension of the bridge
by 8 to 10 feet has been suggested in addition to widening the bridge to two lanes. The current bridge
spans a creek and the DEQ will need to be consulted about the details of any future improvements and
for a permit. Supervisor Arends noted that detailed information is needed from the consultants in order
to obtain recommendations for repairs and to address safety concerns. He requested authorization
from the Board to work with the necessary consultants to get answers to the questions about the future
improvements and repairs to the 6-Mile bridge.

It was the consensus of Board to authorize the Supervisor to proceed to contact and contract with
the necessary consultants to investigate the improvements to the bridge at the 6-Mile entrance to the
Township property exploring the possibility of a two lane drive, DEQ permitting requirements,
traffic, safety, and repairs.

The Supervisor explained that the installation of cross walk signals by MDOT is underway at Alpine
Avenue and 6-Mile. A resident suggested that the Township extend the sidewalk on the Alpine Avenue
frontage of the Township property.

It was the general consensus of Board members to pursue the installation of sidewalks on the Alpine
Avenue frontage of the Township property.

Other maintenance issues were briefly discussed some of which include the remodel work at Fire
Department Station #2, painting, and paving at various Township properties.

11-101 FIRE DEPARTMENT

Fire Chief Ron Christians reviewed his report for July 2011. He displayed one of two new A.E.D.
heart start machines received from the Kent County EMS. One of the older A.E.D. units may be
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rotated to the Township Center. The Chief reported that three probationary firefighters are very close
to completing all department requirements for release to full firefighter status. The number of fire calls
to date stands at 547.

Trustee May discussed the recent use of the Alpine foam trunk at a barn fire and the possibility of
charging at fault drivers for the cost of fire department services. The Chief noted that Kent County is
conducting a study on minor type calls looking at costs and consolidating services. Discussion took
place on the use of fire department personnel versus utilizing ambulance services for minor level calls.

11-102 TREASURER’S REPORT

Treasurer Townsend reviewed the May 2011 Balance Sheet and provided information about the
negative amount in the Capital Rusche /Comstock Park Drive “410” special assessment district. He
explained that one large property owner is not up-to-date on the SAD payments and the result is a
negative account reflected in the “410” account. The delinquent amounts have been applied to the
property owner’s tax bill. The Township made the required loan payment and will be recouping
dollars owed from the County. Townsend noted that he consulted with the Township auditor on this
matter and the negative amount in the “410” account.

11-103 PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comments were offered.

11-104 SUPERVISOR’S REPORT AND BOARD COMMENTS

Board members commented on the recent streak of hot weather and the progress of the search for a
new deputy clerk

11-105 ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn the meeting was offered by May, with support from Townsend, and the
meeting was adjourned at 8:52 in a motion that carried 7-0.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________________ _________________________________
Jean Wahlfield, Clerk Alex Arends, Supervisor


